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Since our last Annual General Meeting the CTRA has continued to
fulfill its role as a community voice, and observer of Council 
proceedings. However, there was not the same need for a member 
of the executive to attend every Council Meeting, because these 
could be viewed on the Town’s website.  Our mass mailing, CTRA
News, was used to communicate with our members when 
necessary, and to distribute information received from the 
Conservation Strategy Community Partnership. 

A local architect, Tom Dishlevoy, was the guest speaker at last 
year’s AGM.  He gave a most interesting presentation entitled 
“Ideas for a Living Town of Comox: It’s Not That Difficult”. He 
has worked with communities on redesigning to develop  a 
sustainable vision for a vibrant, resilient and complete community, 
always as “green” as possible and including the social, economic 
and environmental factors essential to good planning. 

Jim Whitehead, a member of our executive, continued to work 
with Al Fraser, Superintendent of Comox Parks, with regard to the 
opening of Cottonwood Lane. The Lane was set aside many years 
ago by a previous Council for a future greenway, as part of an 
overall trail network throughout the Town. Jim recently received 
an update from Al Fraser who said the project is moving forward 
and he hopes to start up again in the next few weeks, and reach 
substantial completion by the end of June. He is looking at putting 
in native plant species in early September, to take advantage of 
seasonal rain events. Al would welcome CTRA members who 
could help with the planting. If you are able to assist, please leave 
your name with Pat Halliday tonight, or call her at 250-339-6654. 
The Highland School Eco-team will be helping. The students and 
their teacher, Jill Peacocke, have always been most helpful in the 
care of the Wildlife Management Area of the North East Woods. 
The team has provided help with annual clean-up operations and 
tree planting.
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. The Executive continued to write letters and make submissions to 
Comox Council. 

In March last year, the CTRA wrote to Council expressing dismay 
that the Recycling Containers at Extra Foods and Quality Foods 
properties in Comox had been removed by the Regional District. 
We pointed out that many residents have Blue Box Recycling, but 
those who live in multi-family buildings do not have a Recycling 
Container. We requested Council to review any land owned by the 
Town with a view to replacing the Containers within Comox. 
Mayor Ives replied that the recycling depots in Comox are a 
function of the Regional District and while some of the depots on 
private property had been removed, he was optimistic that 
“alternatives will be identified as part of the Solid Waste 
Management Plan and management of this function.” 

In September 2012 a letter was distributed to each member of 
Council, requesting their support for Resolution A8, at the AGM of
the Union of BC Municipalities. The Resolution, which called for 
the banning of oil tankers on our west coast, was well supported by
Municipalities attending the AGM. 

  At a Public Hearing in November 2012, our Vice President, 
Jeremy Triggs, presented a well reasoned opposition to the 
proposed residential development on Glacier View Drive, near the 
difficult intersection at the top of Comox Hill. Increases in traffic, 
and the future safety of pedestrians were major concerns.  The 
CTRA also requested a smaller development footprint and less 
density, to enable the saving of some mature trees. Council was 
divided in its opinion, but because the developer had already done 
due diligence leading to the Public Hearing, the development was 
approved.  We need to be vigilant, and involved at an early stage in
the application process. 

Residents were shocked by the new commercial building at the 
bottom of Church Street, which diminishes the view corridor from 
anywhere except higher up the Street.  A previous developer had a 
much different plan which accommodated a view corridor, but he 
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did not have sufficient funds to proceed, so the land passed to 
another developer with a new plan. The Executive did not know 
this had happened, and we missed the announcement of the Public 
Hearing in the press.  At the Hearing, a member of the CTRA 
spoke about the new plan, but no-one else came forward. Don 
Andersen subsequently talked to Mayor Ives and the Town Planner
about the further loss of view if machinery were to be placed on 
the roof rather than contained inside the building; however he was 
advised to approach the developer about this concern. Don wrote 
to the developer with no success. Later, he wrote again to ask if the
grey wall which now screens the machinery on the roof of the 
building could be removed to give more view space. The developer
replied he would look into doing this, but nothing further 
happened.

In January this year, Jim Whitehead wrote to Council expressing 
CTRA’s concern for the lack of plain English when Notices of 
Public Hearings are published in the local newspapers. Jim said he 
recognized there may be legal criteria that must be followed, but 
there is an obligation to give clear and concise communication to 
the public. He requested that the Planning Department be directed 
to include a plain English heading and explanation to future Notice
of Public Hearing announcements. Jim gave an example of how 
the Notice for 221 Glacier View could have been made much 
easier for residents to understand if a simple explanation of what 
was intended had been given.  Jim’s letter was well received by 
Council, and Staff was asked to follow up how a change could be 
achieved, and report back to Council

The CTRA wrote letters of support for the following:

 (1).   A request by Comox for a Provincial Grant for the installation of a
Seniors Outdoor Fitness Circuit at Anderton Park. The Application
for a Grant was successful. The Fitness Circuit opened in October.

 (2).   A Provincial Grant to the Town of 2 Blocks of forested land on 
DL194 in north east Comox, to be used for Park purposes. 300 
letters had been sent to Council by residents requesting the land be 
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saved in its natural state.  The land is part of the B.C. First 
Nation’s Treaty Process. Comox Council has negotiated a 
Memorandum of Understanding with K’omoks First Nations for a 
99 year lease of the land. The Provincial Grant was recently 
approved subject to two preconditions agreed to by the Town. 

         Protection of the Point Holmes rare sand dunes and Garry Oak 
eco-systems remains a concern to us, and the Conservation 
Strategy Group. Last October we wrote to Town Council 
requesting a Development Permit Area be established for Point 
Holmes, to confirm the need for an Assessment of the Sand Dunes 
Eco-system and the protection of the Garry Oaks. The DPA has not
yet been established.

          Since January of this year, we have been encouraging residents to 
attend meetings, gather information and give input and comments 
to the Howard Land Group’s Richard Iredale, architect of the latest
proposal for a  Hotel/Residence complex, plus a four storey 
condominium building north of the Hotel at the Marina. We are 
now awaiting the formal Application from the Howard Land 
Group to be received by the Town’s Planning Department. Since 
2008 the developer has had zoning approval for a 3 storey Hotel 
building, but now needs a re-zoning to include Residences. 
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