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Since our last AGM the CTRA has continued to monitor Council proceedings and 
provide a community voice. We maintain communication with our membership, and distribute 
information as necessary, through our CTRA News. 

Our Annual General Meeting was held in the Banquet Room of the Black Fin Pub, on May 8th.  
President, Kerry Dawson, welcomed our Guest Speaker Ian Moul, Biologist and Landscape 
Ecologist, who presented interesting slides of Inventories, with commentary, from the Comox 
2012 Urban Forest Management Plan.  Over 3,500 trees on public property were assessed by 
an Arbourist. 15.3 % of the land is parks and greenways.  Arial surveys showed Comox has 
around 50% canopy coverage in our neighbourhoods. Parks have 65% tree and natural 
vegetation coverage. Tree protection exists for public lands and land designated for sub-
division. The Arbourist suggested Comox consider a Bylaw for protection of trees on private 
property. The Town is gathering information from other jurisdictions that have such a Bylaw.
CTRA has found that municipalities usually have a permitting system. 
Kerry Dawson thanked Ian for his interesting and informative presentation.

In May last year, an important Memorandum of Understanding was reached with K’omoks First
Nation for a 99 year lease of two blocks of forested land in District Lot 194 of Comox North 
East Woods, for use as Parkland. This land is part of the K’omoks First Nation Treaty Lands, 
and the Provincial Government had directed Comox Council to negotiate with KFN. Last Fall, a
formal signing ceremony was held on Torrance Road, at the entrance to the leased land. In 
attendance were representatives of K’omoks First Nation, three Provincial Ministers, MLA Don 
McRae, Comox Mayor, Paul Ives and Councilors, with representatives of Stewardship Groups.

CTRA as a Stewardship Group, is a member of the Co-Management Committee for the North 
East Wildlife Management Area. The Committee includes representatives from BC Nature 
Trust (owners of Lazo Marsh), Provincial Environment Department, Comox Parks 
Superintendent, Regional District Staff, and representatives of the Cycling Community, 
together with Stewards from the Friends of Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve. Later this year it is 
hoped to have specially designed fences leading to an amphibian friendly culvert built under 
Lazo Road where it crosses the Marsh on the way to Point Holmes. This will provide safe 
passage for the migrating amphibians which cross between the two areas of the Marsh and 
are killed by traffic. Each year some are rescued by people who pick them up and carry them 
across the road.  
The battle against invasive species continues. Broom clearing in the Wildlife Management 
Area took place this year on two occasions. As always, Bev Agur and her crew did an 
excellent job, together with Comox Parks Department staff, Stewardship Groups and hard- 
working residents.

The legal language used by the Planning Department in Notices of Public Hearings and other 
Announcements in the Press, had been difficult to understand. Jim Whitehead wrote to 
Council requesting that the Planning Department be directed to include a plain English 
heading, and a simple explanation, of what is intended, in any future “Notice of Public Hearing”
and other Announcements in the Newspapers. He said a simple explanation of what is 
intended would be of value to the public. Council asked Staff to recommend how a change 
could be achieved. Since that time the Town’s announcements have been much easier to 
understand. 



The lengthy process for the proposed Hotel in Marina Park continues. Early last year, a new 
Concept came into the Planning Department from Comox Bay Investments and Howard Land 
Group. We were once again faced with the prospect of a four storey Marina Hotel/Residences,
plus a four storey apartment building to be built north of the Hotel at some future date. The 
Architect, Richard Iredale, held two well attended public meetings, but there was little public 
support for the Concept. Residents were adamant that three storeys above grade should be 
the maximum height of the waterfront building. The Architect agreed to a height of 37ft. above 
grade level. However, complicating any plan was a new Provincial Regulation stating that 
waterfront buildings must be raised to provide protection from a future rise in the ocean level. 
This provision would result in some difficulty with height.  A Development Permit Application 
came forward later, but was not in compliance with various Development Permit regulations. 
The Planner recommended that the Architect make changes before returning the Application.  
At this time the Application has not been returned. Our executive has heard that owners of 
boats in the Private Marina have been told that the ownership of the Marina and the land 
proposed for development, will be changing, but there is nothing official to report at this time.   

In May last year, Pat Halliday spoke at the Public Hearing for the rezoning of land at 560 Colby
Road, to permit development of 5 single family homes.  The development site is contiguous 
with the North East Woods Conservation Area and Lazo Marsh.  All parties with responsibility 
for the development process had shown sensitivity to the need for mitigation strategies to 
prevent any ill effects to this Conservation land and its wildlife, for which all parties were 
thanked. 

Coach Houses, for suitably sized residential lots, were proposed by Comox Council, as part of 
the infill process, and to provide an increase in affordable housing. Comox residents 
expressed concerns about the potential loss of trees, and the negative impact on residential 
neighbourhoods from increased density and traffic. At the Public Hearing a resident suggested
that regulations for Coach Houses be applied area by area, rather than overall, to provide 
some flexibility when decisions are made.

In September, a ceremony for the opening of Cottonwood Lane Greenway was held at the 
Lane, attended by Mayor Paul Ives, some members of Council, and residents. We thank Al 
Fraser and his Parks Department Staff, for their expertise and effort, together with assistance 
from the Highland School Eco-team and participating residents, in bringing the Cottonwood 
Greenway Plan to fruition. Al devoted much time to explaining to the residents of Robb and 
Dogwood Avenues exactly what was being proposed for the Laneway.

On November 28, 2013, Shawn Vincent of Simba Investments, representing the owner of the 
Lorne Hotel Site, was a guest at our CTRA Executive Meeting. Shawn presented detailed 
information about the proposed future development of that Site, listened to several concerns, 
and answered our questions. It was made clear to Shawn that CTRA would favour a three 
storey building, to include a pub and bistro, plus a patio, with one level of residential, rather 
than a five storey building in that location.  Shawn took our concerns back to the architect and 
owner. We look forward to further information about this project.

Last December, Director, Don Andersen, wrote to Council expressing concern about the lack 
of public consultation for major projects that require zoning and bylaw changes. He requested 
a more comprehensive and broad public consultation process before any major development 
goes to Public Hearing, by which time “Considerable analysis by our Planning Department and
review by Council has already taken place”   . Don was told a new By-law covering 
Development Applications was already in the process of being prepared, and the CTRA 
request could receive some attention in that By-law.

Members of the executive were invited to meet on site with Carson Shanks, Project Manager 
for “Morgan Heights”, a proposed VISTA Housing apartment building at 2240 Comox Avenue, 
for people over the age of 55. James Taylor will give you details to-night.



 

 

         
        


