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Our last Annual General Meeting was held at the Comox Golf Club on May 25, 2010. Angela Burns was 
elected President. However, family and business matters became increasingly busy for Angela, neces-
sitating her stepping down in October 2010. I have been acting President since then, apart from a brief 
period when I ran for political office in the Comox by-election.
 
2010 has once again seen an active year for the Comox Town Residents Association (CTRA). On 
March 18, 2010 the CTRA hosted a Community Spirit Expo at the Comox Recreation Centre. Commu-
nity groups were invited to set up displays and speak about their activities. An interesting cross section 
was present including the public. It was an opportunity to network, inform and ask questions.
 
In 2010 two submissions were made to the Comox Valley Regional District Board regarding the Re-
gional Growth Strategy. Concern was expressed that the document was more about Growth Accommo-
dation than Growth Management particularly in view of the huge proposed Municipal Expansion Areas.
 
Executive members of the CTRA have been at all the Comox Official Community Plan meetings. The 
CTRA has actively encouraged its members to attend and give input into the Plan which will guide Co-
mox for the next twenty years.
 
Our free monthly film nights have continued through 2010. Our thanks go to Wendy Prothero for or-
ganizing these events and thanks to D’Esterre Senior Centre for providing the space. Wendy borrows 
many of the films from the World Community Development Society’s film library. The films are thought 
provoking; well worth attending.
 
Executive members have also continuously attended Comox Council meetings throughout the year to 
keep informed of Council’s actions and decisions.
 
As decided at the last CTRA AGM, we now maintain our web presence solely on the TideChange com-
munity website – www.tidechange.ca. We have a free community group page and a paid sponsor ad-
vert to increase visibility. For a small monthly fee, Angela Burns continues to maintain the pages for us 
as well send out information to our membership and press releases to the media. Please check in regu-
larly with TideChange to keep informed about the CTRA. Thank you for your continued support Angela.
 
The CTRA continues to be active on your behalf.
 
In 2010 we sent a letter to the Comox Traffic Study Consultants regarding the dangerous intersection 
at Beaufort and Ellis.
 
Letters were sent to the Federal and Provincial Ministers of Environment, and Raven Coal Project 
Manager, requesting an improved Environmental Assessment Process for the proposed coal mine at 
Fanny Bay.
 
In December I spoke at the Public Hearing for Bylaws No. 1670 and 1673, Lancaster Way. The CTRA’s 



position was that we support Smart Growth, but this development was too heavily weighted on the side 
of high density on a relatively small lot, of irregular shape.
 
The CTRA continues to request that Cottonwood Lane be improved and opened up to the public as 
a Greenway. Executive member, Jim Whitehead has been actively working on this. I am now working 
with him.
 
Kerry Dawson, Education/Outreach Coordinator for the Comox Valley Conservation Strategy Com-
munity Partnership presented an overview of its work to the CTRA executive. Its focus is establishing 
biodiversity and wildlife corridors in the Comox Valley. She invited us to join the seventeen groups al-
ready signed on to the Conservation Strategy. We joined as a supporting member which requires us to 
distribute information without the need to be active on their Board. We made a voluntary contribution of 
$100 to their work.
 
For Earth Day, the CTRA with the Friends of Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve bought and planted trees in 
an area of the Comox-Lazo Wildlife Reserve that had once been cleared and subsequently overgrown 
by broom. This project was carried out in conjunction with Al Fraser of the Town’s  Parks Department. 
Al, as many of you know, is a big supporter of the Reserve.
 
In 2010, the CTRA with the Friends of Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve launched a campaign to preserve 
the remaining unprotected Crown Land in District Lot 194, adjoining the Reserve. We were very suc-
cessful. Over three hundred letters were received by the consultant working on the Comox OCP. Co-
mox Council has requested a free Crown Grant from the provincial government for the area with forest 
trails. We are currently requesting that people contact our MLA to support this application. The CTRA’s 
position, as well as that of the Friends is that all the unprotected Crown Land in DL 194 needs to be 
protected as public open space. Leaflets about this latest campaign are available at the membership 
table. Do pick one up.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 2010 CTRA executive – vice president, Jeremy Triggs; 
recording secretary, Pat Joyce; membership, Pat Halliday; treasurer, Suzy Venuta; directors at large, 
Jim Whitehead, Barb Hutson and Jack Candish. Thank you for your commitment.
 
Your executive continues to meet on the third Thursday of the month. I hope that some of you here 
tonight will consider sitting for a time on the CTRA executive. Your voice matters.
 
Thank you.
 
Barbara Price
 
 


