
Mayor Paul Ives and Members of Council,
 1809 Beaufort Avenue,
 Comox, B.C.
 V9M-8A2

December 19, 2013

Dear Mayor Ives and Members of Council,

The Comox Town Residents Association is a group committed to protecting the natural beauty of our town.  We 
are an objective, well-intentioned group of Comox citizens with no motives to earn political or financial favours 
by expressing our views. 

We are writing to ask for more public consultation with major projects that require zoning and bylaw changes.  
We believe such endeavours challenge the spirit of our Official Community Plan and require careful and broad 
public consultation.  

With the demographics and size of Comox, operating under a more inclusive decision-making model can be 
easily achieved.  Taking advantage of the vast knowledge within our community would be prudent and make for 
more informed decisions. Public apathy or silence should not be interpreted as support.  This often comes from 
a sense of powerlessness or frustration by the public you were elected to support.

The current Marina/Condo/Hotel proposal is a project needing immediate action.  The lack of public informa-
tion about the impact of this project is unacceptable. Current technology and presentations used by architects go 
far beyond sketches.  Accurate scale models and computer-based plans should be readily available. The public 
should be actively encouraged to view and to participate in the planning process.  Pros and cons identified by 
our planning department should also be available and openly shared with the public. 

We request that you direct Administrative staff to pursue strategies that engage a comprehensive and meaningful 
public consultation process on the Marina /Condo/ Hotel development.  This should take place before more time 
and expense goes into this project.  Considerable analysis by our Planning Department and review by Council 
has already taken place.  The potential for the public to influence the outcome is to challenge an already agreed 
upon design.  If the developer, Planning Department, Council and Public are involved throughout the process, 
more favourable results occur.

We are confident your Administrative team is familiar with popular inclusive strategies used successfully in 
other jurisdictions.  The CTRA would be happy to support such a positive approach to governance.

Yours truly,

A Donald Andersen
Director CTRA


