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History of the Comox Town Residents’ Association
1991- Present

1991
Town Hall-type public meetings were held to determine the need for a broad-based, community-
oriented, ratepayer’s organization. The public response and comments indicated there was a strong 
need for such a group.
Incorporated as a non-profit organization under the BC Societies Act on April 4, 1991
Requested financing details for a proposed Comox recreation centre and provided comment.

1992
After a Study Group had produced Interim Reports, a forum was held to gather comments and 
suggestions from members. A document entitled “Comox – A Vision of the Future” became the 
CTRA’s guide for the future.
The CTRA Executive produced a brochure detailing the aims and objectives of the Association and 
including a detachable membership application form.
The CTRA became a member of the Comox Valley Environmental Council.

1993
Conducted a Study Group in response to a plebiscite and a preliminary study on amalgamation by 
the “Focus on the Future” Committee.
Presented a 23 page discussion paper entitled “Restructuring of Local Government within the 
Comox Valley.” This document was presented to Comox Town Council, Courtenay Council, the SD 
71 School Board, the Regional District of Comox and the general public.
The CTRA asked that two parcels of forested Crown Land in northeast Comox be set aside for 
wildlife habitat, public recreation and conservation of water for the Lazo Marsh, farmlands and 
residential areas of the Regional District.

1994
The CTRA and other citizens lobbied Municipal and Provincial Governments. The Minister of 
Environment released the forested Crown Land in north east Comox for the purposes requested.

1995
The CTRA continued to make its position clear regarding amalgamation to Comox Town Council, 
the local MLA,  and the Government of B.C. In particular the Organization expressed the need for a 
separate vote for each area in any referendum process.
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1996
Formed the Friends of Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve, incorporated under the Societies Act, to act as 
Stewards of the Northeast Woods.
CTRA members participated in the annual Northeast Woods cleanup organized by the Friends of 
Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve (and still do so)
Provided input in the Valley Vision study and kept the public informed of all meetings and hearings 
related to Comox.
Involved in the Round Table on the Environment and the Economy
Participated in the Visioning Committee and the Social Planning Committee.
Formed a Study Group and introduced sustainability proposals.
Compiled a brief to the Government of BC Minister of Municipal Affairs.
CTRA members became involved in Project Watershed initiatives. As individuals they became 
stream keepers and water monitors. The organization provided support for funding requests.

1997
Participated in the drafting of the Official Community Plan for Comox.
Conducted a traffic study under its own initiative.
Provided comments for a survey conducted by the Town of Comox on the Liquor Policy Review 
initiated by the provincial government.

1998
Provided comments to the Regional District Land Use plan for the Anderton Road area.
Supported the formation of a Community Justice Centre.
Presented a report to the Agricultural Land Commission regarding the preservation of farmland.
Presented a Brief to the Minister of Municipal Affairs for the Provincial Government Review of 
Municipal Governance.
Provided input to the Courtenay Estuary Management Plan and presented comments to Envirowest 
Environmental Consultants.

1999
Two members of the CTRA were appointed to the Community Committee studying and making 
recommendations to the Provincial Government consultant on the Restructuring of Local Governance 
initiative.
Encouraged public participation in the restructuring initiative. A public meeting, held in Comox, was 
attended by 335 residents.
A referendum on amalgamation resulted in a rejection of the amalgamation proposal.
Members of the CTRA Executive attended meetings of the Watershed Assembly.

2000
Mayor George Kirkwood addressed the CTRA membership at its Annual General Meeting 
The organization, and members supported fundraising for Macdonald Wood Park.
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The Association became involved in the issue of building a Town Hall/Library complex by speaking 
at public meetings and making written presentations to Council.
The Association campaigned for a Town Square to become the “heart” of Comox and proposed that 
this be included in the proposed Downtown Revitalization.
The Association wrote to the Minister of Municipal Affairs, suggesting that water and sewer services 
be provided to rural areas, where there was a proven health risk, under service agreements rather 
than annexation.

2001
Supported the Memorandum of Understanding between Comox and Area B
The CTRA celebrated its Tenth  Anniversary with a party at d’Esterre Senior’s Centre, inviting the 
public and providing information on the Association’s activities and Vision.
An official Association archive was created from reports, photographs, news releases and official 
documents.
The CTRA established it’s own website [www.ctranet.org]

2002
The CTRA invited Jen Alton, a certified landscape technician as a guest speaker for its Annual 
General Meeting. She spoke on “Green Lawns the Natural Way.”
The CTRA launched its own website to keep members and residents of Comox informed. Reports 
on Council meetings and other public events were regularly posted
Conducted two All Candidates meetings for the Comox municipal elections.
The CTRA conducted research on toxic pesticides, gathered information and bylaws from other 
communities and presented a report to Comox Town Council. The CTRA recommended Comox 
adopt a ban on noxious pesticides for the public benefit.
A list of alternate, non-toxic pesticides and environmentally-friendly practices was presented to 
Comox Town Council and published in the press and on the CTRA website.
Requested that a proposed residential apartment block for seniors at Balmoral and Stewart 
(Nantucket) include a sprinkler system.. (Note: this suggestion was adopted by the developer) and 
that the name of the development be changed to something more west coast appropriate (Note: the 
name was changed to Ocean Pointe).
CTRA members participated in the annual Northeast Woods cleanup organized by the Friends of 
Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve.

2003
Provided input into the proposed Downtown Revitalization, particularly related to pedestrian safety 
and traffic issues.
The CTRA supported those trying to save Lannan Forest from development
Members of the CTRA assisted in the Northeast Woods cleanup organized by the Friends of Comox-
Lazo Forest Reserve.
A member of the CTRA lobbied for improved Deer Warning signs for Comox roads. As a result, the 
special blue “Expect Deer on our Roads”, signs were erected on major roads entering the Town.
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2004
Became a signatory for the Co-Management Agreement for the Northeast Wildlife Management 
Area, also known as the Northeast Woods-Lazo Marsh Conservation Area, together with the Ministry 
of Environment, the Regional District of Comox-Strathcona, the Town of Comox and the Friends of 
Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve.
Members of the executive attended the “Saving Small Towns” conference in Cumberland and 
presented a report on this conference to Comox Town Council.
A condensed version of the CTRA Vision statement was posted on the website for viewing and 
download.
Supported the Valley Green initiative to ban the use of pesticides on private and public property.
Contributed to the Cumberland Community Forest Society.
Publicly asked Comox Town Council to provide low income units in the proposed Berwick senior’s 
complex.
Held “Garden Time” a public event where a professional gardener Augusta Prichard spoke about 
environmentally-friendly pesticides; Ernie Sellentin, a Comox Valley naturalist, identified invasive 
plants, and Town parks superintendent Al Fraser provided information about Comox parks.
Contributed to the Hands-On Farm at the Filberg Park and Lodge.
Contributed (as did the Friends of Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve) to B.C. Nature Trust for a laminated 
information sign for the Northeast Woods-Lazo Marsh Conservation area
Held a Fall Social where members and residents discussed issues related to greenspace, pesticides 
and developments in Comox.
A CTRA members meeting was held to discuss the draft Official Community Plan. The Town Planner 
explained the OCP consolidation process and the reasons for it, and answered questions from 
members.

2005
Addressed public hearings on Secondary Suites and the Consolidation of the Official Community 
Plan.
Prepared a Brief for the revision of the OCP, focusing on social issues and the process of public 
involvement in planning. Submitted a Press Release opposing urban sprawl and poorly planned 
densification.
Wrote a letter to the Editor on Boundary Extensions in relation to our vision of a Village by the Sea.
Asked questions at a Council Meeting on the effects of boundary extensions to Knight Road and 
Point Holmes, also on the plans for the Public Library.
Two members of the Executive attended the Saving Small Towns Conference in Cumberland.
Wrote a letter to the School Board regarding the sale of the Big Wood north of Village Park School, 
requesting that the asking price should reflect use as a park rather than a development site.
The CTRA organized two All Candidates Forums prior to the Municipal Elections, facilitated by Dave 
White.
The Town Planner, Marvin Kamenz, kindly gave us a talk on the Official Community Plan.
The CTRA held three film nights and a meeting to discuss the results of a survey among members. 
We plan to hold more film nights and educational evenings in the months ahead. We would like to 
know whether members would like us to arrange some more social occasions. 
Wrote further letters to the Mayor and Council on: garden refuse, seating arrangements in the 
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Council Chamber, posting agendas in public places, blue bags for recycling, the Sale of UBC lands.
Angela Burns wrote a letter to members concerning the proposed rezoning on Beaufort Avenue.
Pat Halliday wrote a letter of appreciation to the Mayor and Council regarding the mitigation for Mc-
Donald Bog. The Bog area will become a public park.

2006
A Good News page was introduced to our website in February.
In April we made a presentation to a Public Hearing Re: Traffic on Butchers Road.
May: Presentation to Public Hearing Re: 1720 Beaufort Avenue.
In April, the CTRA joined forces with other Comox residents, at their request, to oppose a rezoning 
that would have allowed the Portside development on Beaufort to be four storeys tall. This was the 
first major challenge of a newly-elected Council and the largest public response in many years.
In June, a member of the Executive attended the Small Towns Conference in Cumberland, on 
behalf of the CTRA, the theme was Culture in Communities, an area that gets little emphasis here 
in Comox.
In July a letter was written to the Minister of Community Services Re: Lazo Marsh Conservation 
Area and Wildlife Park.
Also in July a letter was written to Council Re: 840 Shamrock Place, a proposed apartment block 
next to several fast food outlets.
In August letters were written to Council Re: CTRA Communication Policy; to Don Barber Re: 
Pesticide Bylaw and his actions, and to Al Fraser Re: Beauty of local parks.
In October letters were written to Vivian Dean Re: Matrices in Planning, and to Mike Hawitt Re: 
Marina Hotel proposal.
In November, letters were written to Council Re: Green Technology in the Library, and to Tom Grant 
Re: CTRA policy on planning.
The CTRA website introduced the Spotlight page in December, devoted entirely to the Comox Bay 
Land Investment resort proposal for Marina Park.

2007
The CTRA held an information Forum on the proposed Marina hotel development on January 26, 
2007, one day after our Council voted to move forward with the Planning Department process for 
this proposal. The Forum was well-attended and a record was made of all the verbal and written 
submissions collected. Of note was that three past Comox Mayors and several former Councilors 
were in attendance. Two Members of our current Council, Marcia Turner and Patti Fetcher, attended 
only as observers. Opposition to the hotel proposal was unanimous.
February 1: A letter was drafted to Council from the Forum submissions 
In February the CTRA held its last Film Night at the Recreation Centre and in March moved the 
venue to the lower lounge at D’Esterre Seniors building. Film Night is still  the last Thursday of the 
month.
Held our Annual General Meeting on March 19, 2007 at the Comox Golf Club, where strategies to 
oppose the waterfront Hotel received considerable discussion.
On March 27th and April 2nd the Town of Comox held Open Houses on the Hotel proposal and 
handed out questionnaires. A very high percentage of the 900 or so surveys returned opposed the 
hotel proposal. 
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On May 16, Marvin Kamenz, our Town Planner, presented a lengthy report which examined planning 
and social issues as well as citizen’s concerns. He recommended the application be denied and 
Council voted to do so.
The CTRA sent a letter of thanks to Council and Planning Staff for the public consultation process 
and praised the Planner’s report. Marvin thanked us for our support and recognition.
The CTRA created a record of all the information and concerns collected on the Hotel proposal.
The CTRA is a signatory to the Co-Management Agreement for Comox-Lazo Marsh Conservation 
Area, and on July 13, some members participated in a work party to dismantle a massive series of 
dangerous bike stunt ramps in the Woods. The Nature Trust, the Town of Comox Parks and Public 
Works Departments, BC Parks, and BC Hydro contributed work crews and equipment.
The CTRA participated in Nautical Days on the August long weekend, celebrating Brooklyn Creek - 
the Community Creek.” We had a booth in Marina Park, where Mountainaire Avian Rescue, Smart 
Growth Comox Valley, the Brooklyn Creek Restoration Society, DFO and the Friends of Comox 
Lazo Forest Reserve joined the CTRA.
The CTRA had a long table in Marina Park Nautical Days, where children coloured various 
photocopies of creek critters and we attached these to a 50 foot long fabric creek. This was carried 
in the Nautical Days parade as part of our entry. We won the $100 First Prize in the Individual 
Entries Division. This helped to pay for the supplies and printing.
The fabric creek was given to the Brooklyn Creek Restoration Society after the parade.
In September, Angela Burns attended the inaugural meeting of the Citizen Voice Project, a non-
partisan group dedicated to improving citizen involvement in municipal governance. We met again 
in November to plan an open house for January, where we would ask citizens what they thought   
were important issues in the Comox Valley.
In November, a bad winter storm knocked out power for large areas of Comox and the Regional 
District for up to 14 hours. The CTRA complained about the lack of emergency radio coverage of the 
damage, road closures, transit disruptions, downed power lines and such. As a result, an emergency 
preparedness committee met and vowed to improve radio coverage. It was noted that the storm had 
the bad taste to occur on a statutory holiday, the Monday after a Sunday Remembrance Day.
In December, the CTRA produced a Christmas card using a painting by Barb Hutson. This was 
converted into an E-card and posted on our website with an emailed link sent to members. Those 
members without email received a hand-delivered copy.
During 2007, the CTRA sat on the Comox Valley Environmental Council and was affiliated with the 
Citizen Voice Project and the Friends of Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve. Cathy Slater has been the 
Smart Growth Comox Valley liaison on our Executive and Nattanya Birkhaven has reported on the 
activities of the Brooklyn Creek Restoration Society.
We continued to attend Council meetings and pick up the Council agenda on Tuesdays.

2008
Free film nights were held in the lower lounge at D’Esterre Seniors Centre on the last Thursday of 
the month for most months of the year. Films included: “Dead in the Water”, “49 Megawatts”, “The 
11th Hour”, “The Refugees of the Blue Planet”, and “Why We Fight.”
The CTRA was represented at the Citizen Voice Project workshop on local governance. 
In August, the CTRA joined the Tide Change community website and Angela Burns became an 
associate editor and later Chief Editor. The CTRA has a page on the Tide Change website. 
During the year, the CTRA was represented at the Comox Valley Environmental Council, the Lazo 
Co-Management group for the Comox Lazo Marsh Northeast Woods Wildlife Management Area, 



the Friends of Comox Lazo Forest Reserve and the Brooklyn Creek Restoration Society.
The CTRA lent support to a number of other local issues, including the protest against a gas station 
on Dyke Road.
The CTRA AGM was held at D’Esterre Seniors Centre on Sunday March 16.
Between March and May the CTRA conducted a public survey of Comox citizens under four main 
topics – Housing & Development; Parks and Recreation; History, Culture and Arts; and, Citizen 
Participation. A full report was published on our website and Tide Change group page. Copies were 
sent to our Council.
In June, the CTRA held an Open House at the Rec Centre. Speakers were Chantelle Mailer of the 
Comox Business in Action, Marcia Turner from the Friends of Comox Lazo Forest Reserve, Dave 
Davies of the Brooklyn Creek Restoration Society, Wendy Prothero for Comox Lake Watershed 
Interest Group and the Comox Valley Cycling Coalition, Claudia and Wayne Boyce on the Comox 
Valley “Nature Without  Borders” project and Mark Kelsey who spoke about Highland Secondary 
School’s Earth Day.
A number of letters were written to Council, including one on the use of the old library building and 
the purchase of the Baybrook property.
Members of the Executive attended most Council meetings. In November, we introduced a Council 
roster rotation to ensure that each Council meeting is attended.
In the run up to the municipal elections, the CTRA assisted in the distribution of the Smart Growth 
Voter’s Guide in Comox. Your Executive voted not to hold all candidates forums for the recent 
municipal elections, because the Chamber of Commerce hosted a managed forum in Comox. Since 
school trustee forums were organized by local interest groups, the CTRA decided not to hold one.
Our website – www.ctranet.org, is maintained by Angela Burns and attempts to keep visitors informed 
of local issues and concerns. 

2009
A new Municipal Election page was added to the CTRA website. There is a variety of useful 
information on it, including the results of the past two municipal elections.
 Our Annual General Meeting was held at the Comox Golf Club on Thursday, March 19th at 7 p.m. 
Mayor Paul Ives spoke to the membership.
members of the CTRA Executive attended all OCP public meetings and submitted the reports of the 
public survey we conducted in 2008.
Free film nights were held most months this year, again organized by Wendy Prothero.
CTRA Executive agreed to support Tide Change and made a sponsorship donation at a cost of $120 
for the year. This gives the organization an ad in the right hand column of the website.
Results of the 2008 elections, as well as platforms of the candidates, were posted on the CTRA 
website.
Council has approved the Memorandum of Understanding (Co-Management Agreement) for co-
operative management of the Lazo Marsh Northeast Comox Wildlife Management Area, the Lazo 
Wildlife Park and the Town lands for a five year term from May 31, 2009 to May 30, 2014. The CTRA 
and FOCLFR are among the local stewards for this WMA.

2010
On March 18, 2010 the CTRA hosted a Community Spirit Expo at the Recreation Centre. Various 
Groups were invited to set up their displays and speak about their activities and interests. 
CTRA website was receiving very little attention (hits), required significant work and cost about 
$40 per year for domain registration. Therefore it was decided at the AGM on May 25th that the 
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organization would maintain its presence on the TideChange community website only (www.
tidechange.ca), with a free community group page and a paid sponsor ad to add visibility. [http://
www.tidechange.ca/show41s/Comox_Town_Residents_Association] The pages will be maintained 
by Angela Burns. Other information is included in the 2010 President’s Report.
CTRA sent a letter to the Comox Traffic Study Consultants regarding the dangerous intersection at 
Beaufort and Ellis. 
Letters were sent to the Federal and Provincial Ministers of Environment, and Raven Coal Project 
Manager requesting an improved Environmental Assessment Process for the proposed Coal Mine 
at Fanny Bay.
Two submissions were made to the CVRD Board at Public Hearings for the Regional Growth 
Strategy.
CTRA, Friends of Comox-Lazo Forest Reserve, and other environmental groups, campaigned to 
preserve the remaining forested area in District Lot 194, commonly known as the North East Woods, 
from a designation of Residential Development in the Official Community Plan.

2011        
Unfortunately, Block DL 194 of the North East Woods, and possibly other wooded areas too, 
unexpectedly became subject to the First Nations Treaty Process. The Provincial Government 
requested Town of Comox to work with the Comox First Nations to come to a decision.  Meetings 
have been held, but no decision has yet been reached.
CTRA continued to send letters and comments about the Raven Coal Mine to Federal and Provincial 
Environmental Assessment Agencies, and  Compliance Coal Company. CTRA asked that details of 
all areas of our concern be addressed in the Company’s own  Environmental Assessment.
CTRA representatives attended all Public Meetings for the Official Community Plan, from November 
2009 to May 2011. After much discussion and study of maps with the Consultant, Graham Farstad, 
the public completed official Comment Sheets on all areas of concern.  Amendments to the Land 
Use Zoning for Point Holmes went to two extra Public Hearings, due to differences of opinion on 
Council about whether the minimum lot size should be set at the original 0.8 ha (recommended by 
Graham Farstad ) 0.5 ha or 0.4 ha.  After many presentations and letters to Council from people 
supporting their own preference, a previous Council decision to approve 0.4 ha was changed. Two 
Councillors who had favoured 0.4 ha reversed their decision and voted for 0.5 ha minimum lot size. 
The final vote was a three four split. Any future Variance request for 0.4 ha will have to be brought 
before the public in a Public Hearing. The 0.5 ha will assist planning for the protection of rare Garry 
Oak and Sand Dune ecosystems throughout Point Holmes. The CTRA and other speakers also 
requested the completion of a special Land Use Plan for Point Holmes.
April 5: Letter to Council stating concerns about a request, by the owner of the private Marina, for 
permission to establish a floating building for an office, washroom, shower and laundry to replace the 
facilities lost in the Edgewater Pub fire.   CTRA supported a non-permanent one storey, low profile 
floating building, with connection to existing Municipal water and sewer services. Also suggested 
was any Development Permit be valid only until the owner’s upland property is developed, at which 
time the facilities should be housed in his new building.
April 12: The 20th Annual General Meeting was held at the Comox Golf Club. The 35 members present 
were welcomed by Acting President, Barbara Price.  Guest Speaker, Al Fraser, Superintendent of 
Comox Parks and Buildings, spoke about the plantings in the Town’s parks and boulevards, several 
methods of water conservation, and the deer proofing of plants. He commented on the success 
of the Brooklyn Creek stewardship group that has restored Coho salmon spawning, as well as 
increased the native plant species to attract birds and butterflies.  Al also said a Management Plan 
has been created for the Stubbs property which was purchased by the Town. It was now in the 
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public domain and open for visitors. Trail signage would soon be in place. 
At this AGM it was decided that CTRA would become a member of Facebook, to be reviewed after 
a trial period of two years. 
April 26: A CTRA letter to Council expressed strong support for a Report from the Knight Road/Point 
Holmes Transition Committee, appointed by the Town in 2006 prior to incorporation within Town 
boundaries, and tasked with involving rural residents in a process for a “Community Vision”. Following 
the arrival at consensus, the “Vision” was presented to Council. One of the recommendations was a 
minimum lot size of 0.8 hectares which was upheld by Comox OCP in the 2011 update.
June 28:  At a Public Hearing for a change of zoning for Point Holmes/Knight Road area, CTRA 
noted that Comox Council had rejected the 0.8ha minimum lot size, in favour of 0.5ha. However, 
Council later changed to 0.4ha, which would have added 52 -1 acre parcels to Point Holmes. In 
response to several statements that Council was abandoning its stated objective to preserve the 
rural areas, Council finally agreed upon 0.5ha minimum lot size.  
September 21: CTRA Director Jim Whitehead sent a letter to Council noting that Cottonwood Lane 
was still listed in the OCP as an off street trail. CTRA requested that the Lane now be developed as 
a public trail and greenway. Al Fraser replied that work on the Lane would commence in 2012.
October 27: CTRA sent a letter to the Minister of Defence, and other Ministers, regarding the 
proposed topping of many trees on Kye Bay Road properties, and possibly one property on Wireless 
Road, which is home to a heronry and eagle’s nest.  The letter emphasized the threat to the longtime 
heronry of 85 nests, the largest on Vancouver Island, and the need for the trees to provide shelter 
and protection from the wind.  DND’s reason for topping is that the trees pose a hazard to flights into 
Comox Air Force Base in the case of a missed approach. The trees are not on the flight path but 
run parallel and at some distance from the runway. We acknowledged the paramount importance 
of safeguarding aircraft, but suggested DND take into consideration the history of safe landings 
for many years; the improvement of navigation devices and traffic control, and comparison with 
surrounding areas of other airports in BC and elsewhere in Canada.
October: a CTRA letter to Council requested a Development Permit Area be established for Point 
Holmes, to confirm the need for an Assessment of the Sand Dunes Eco-system and the protection 
of the Garry Oaks.
Wendy Prothero continued to provide interesting and informative films for the monthly CTRA Free 
Film Nights.
November 3: CTRA sponsored an All Candidates Forum for the Municipal Election.  Over three 
hundred residents attended.  Joe Smith was chosen as Moderator, and was most helpful, both 
before, and during, the ACF. My Tech Guys produced a Video of the event.  Kerry Dawson’s opening 
and closing remarks were excellent.  Wendy Prothero did a great job as Timekeeper.
December 14: CTRA wrote a letter of support to the Town for the Anderton Park Recreational and 
Revitalization Project.  Among the improvements planned was a Seniors’ Fitness Circuit. The Town 
applied for a Provincial Grant which was approved, and the Fitness Circuit was completed in 2012.

2012

The CTRA continued to fulfill its role as a community voice, and observer of Council proceedings. 
However, there was not the same need for a member of the Executive to attend every Council 
Meeting, because these could be viewed on the Town’s website.  Our mass mailing, CTRA News, 
was used to communicate with our members when necessary, and to distribute information received 
from the Conservation Strategy Community Partnership. 
Jim Whitehead continued to communicate with Al Fraser about the opening of Cottonwood Lane. 
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The Lane was set aside many years ago by a previous Council for a future greenway, as part of 
an overall trail network throughout the Town. The project moved forward in June and continued for 
periods over the summer. Drainage was improved, and some planting of native species was carried 
out in September. Highland School Eco-team students, and their teacher, Jill Peacocke, provided 
help, together with some CTRA members and other residents. Work continued into 2013.
March 26: CTRA wrote to Council expressing dismay that the Recycling Containers at Extra Foods 
and Quality Foods in Comox had been removed by the Regional District. We pointed out that 
many residents have Blue Box Recycling, but those who live in multi-family buildings do not have 
a Recycling Container. We requested Council to review any land owned by the Town with a view to 
replacing the Containers within Comox.  Mayor Paul Ives replied he was optimistic that alternatives 
will be identified as part of the Regional District Solid Waste Management Plan and management 
of this function. 
April 19: The Annual General Meeting was held at the Comox Golf Club. A local architect, Tom 
Dishlevoy, was the Guest Speaker. He gave a most interesting presentation entitled “Ideas for a 
Living Town of Comox: It’s Not That Difficult”. He has worked with communities on redesigning to 
develop a sustainable vision for a vibrant, resilient and complete community, always as “green” as 
possible and including the social, economic and environmental factors essential to good planning. 
Wendy Prothero had to cease holding the monthly Free Film Nights due to copyright rules. The Film 
Nights had been very much appreciated and would be missed.
September: A letter was distributed to each member of Council, requesting their support for 
Resolution A8, at the AGM of the Union of BC Municipalities. The Resolution, which called for the 
banning of oil tankers on our West Coast, was well supported by Municipalities attending the AGM.
November 21: At a Public Hearing, Vice-President Jeremy Triggs presented a well reasoned opposition 
to the proposed residential development on Glacier View Drive, near the difficult intersection at the 
top of Comox Hill. Increases in traffic and the future safety of pedestrians were major concerns. 
CTRA also requested a smaller footprint and less density, to enable the saving of some mature trees 
at the entrance to the Town. Council was divided in its opinion, but because the developer had done 
due diligence leading to the Public Hearing, the development was approved in a split vote of 4 to 3. 
CTRA needs to be vigilant, and involved at an early stage in the application process
A new commercial building on Beaufort Avenue, at the bottom of Church Street, shocked Comox 
residents. The “view corridor” was obstructed except from a point higher up Church Street. The 
development land had changed hands since the CTRA had previously approved a building to be 
built lower down the slope, without obstructing the view corridor. The previous developer had a 
much different plan which accommodated a view corridor. Our Executive missed the new Public 
Hearing announcement in the press. Don Andersen, spoke to all parties involved in the granting 
of permission for the new building. He pointed out that machinery could have been housed inside 
the building, not on the roof; and later requested removal of a grey wall that was built to hide the 
machinery, and which further obstructed the view. Everything stayed in place, and was still the 
subject of letters and telephone calls in 2013.

2013

January 16:  Director Jim Whitehead wrote to Council expressing CTRA’s concern about the 
lack of plain English when Notices of Public Hearings are published in the local newspapers.  He 
requested that the Planning Department be directed to include a plain English heading, and a simple 
explanation of what is intended, in future Notice of Public Hearing announcements. Jim’s letter was 
well received by Council, and Staff was asked to follow up how a change could be achieved, and 
report back to Council.  Since then, several press announcements have been much easier to read 
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and understand.
CTRA wrote a letter in support of a Comox Council request for a Provincial Grant to the Town of 
2 Blocks of forested land on DL194 in north east Comox, to be used for Park purposes. The land 
was part of the B.C. First Nations Treaty Process, so the Government directed Comox Council to 
negotiate with KFN. The Provincial Grant was approved subject to two preconditions. A Memorandum 
of Understanding was reached with K’omoks First Nation for a 99 year lease of the land.
CTRA became aware that Comox Bay Investments and Howard Land Group had brought forward a 
new Concept for a four storey Marina Hotel/Residences, plus a four storey apartment building north 
of the Hotel at some future time.  The Concept could be viewed at the Marina Office by telephoning 
for the locked gate to be opened. CTRA requested the owner and the architect, to provide easier 
public access to the Concept plan to facilitate more public involvement. The architect held two well 
attended public information meetings.  There was little public support for the Concept. Residents 
followed the lengthy process closely and wrote to Council and the Planning Department about their 
concerns. A Development Permit Application came forward later, but was not acceptable, and the 
Planner recommended that the architect make changes to comply with various development permit 
regulations, before returning the Application to the Planning Department. 
The Annual General Meeting was held in the Banquet Room of the Black Fin Pub on May 8.  The 
Guest Speaker was Ian Moul, a Professional Biologist. His power point presentation gave much 
valuable information about the Town’s Urban Forest Management Plan. The Town has a good tree 
canopy, and an awareness of the trees needing protection on sites proposed for sub-division, but 
no By-law protection for trees on private property.  
CTRA Director, Jim Whitehead, undertook to research the Tree Protection By-law for trees on private 
property in the city of Vancouver, which has a permitting system.  
May 15: CTRA Director, Pat Halliday, spoke at the Public Hearing for the rezoning of land at 560 
Colby Road, to permit development of 5 single family homes.  The development site is contiguous 
with the North East Woods Conservation Area and Lazo Marsh.  All parties with responsibility for 
the development process had shown sensitivity to the need for mitigation strategies to prevent any 
ill effects to this Conservation land and its wildlife, for which all parties were thanked.
September:  A ceremony for the opening of Cottonwood Lane Greenway was held at the Lane, 
attended by Mayor Paul Ives, some members of Council, and residents.  Our thanks for the expertise 
and effort are due to Al Fraser and his Parks Department Staff; together with assistance from the 
Highland School Eco-team, and participating residents, for bringing the Cottonwood Greenway Plan 
to fruition. 
November 28:  Shawn Vincent, representing the owner of the Lorne Hotel Site, was a guest at our 
CTRA Executive Meeting. Shawn presented detailed information about the future development of 
that Site, listened to several concerns, and answered questions. 
He told us about the costs and the need for a change of plan from the owner’s original idea of a 
three-storey building with 12 condo units above the main floor pub and bistro, to a five-story building 
with a pub, bistro, patio, and 21 condo units.  Town Planning Department Staff were in favour of 
a five-story building to increase population downtown.  We told Shawn of our concern that a five-
story hotel would create a precedent for more large buildings.  These would not be in keeping with 
existing buildings, and would detract from the open character of a pleasant Town by the Sea, which 
was supported by most of the public input at the Official Community Plan Meetings.  Later, Shawn 
replied that he had conveyed our concerns to the owner and his architect.  Our Executive then sent 
a letter to Council in December, noting the inadequacy of the parking being planned for the new 
Lorne Hotel.  The issue of inadequate parking continued to be a major concern.
December 19, 2013: CTRA Director, Don Andersen, wrote to Council expressing concern about the 
lack of public consultation for major projects that require zoning and bylaw changes. He requested 
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a more comprehensive and broad public consultation process before any major development goes 
to Public Hearing, by which time “Considerable analysis by our Planning Department and review 
by Council has already taken place”.  Don’s letter was well received by Council, and the Mayor 
asked Planning and Administrative staff to follow through. A new By-law covering development 
Applications was already in the process of being prepared, and the CTRA request could receive 
some attention in that By-law.

2014

CTRA has continued to monitor Town Council proceedings and provide a community voice. We 
maintain communication with our membership, and distribute information as necessary, through our 
CTRA News.  We continue to be guided by our Vision for the Future of Comox (1992, 1995), which 
had been presented to Council and published.  An excerpt from the Conclusion states: “The Town 
of Comox will not remain attractive to visitors and residents if the special features which bring them 
here are destroyed. These features include healthy animal and bird life, as well as parks, walkways, 
clean beaches, natural forest areas, attractive architecture, small retailers and our friendly small-
town atmosphere.”  A healthy and sustainable community depends upon achieving a balance 
between the social, economic and environmental elements of planning for today and for the future.
April 23, 2014.  Executive Directors, Don Andersen and Pat Halliday, sent a letter to Council 
regarding the proposed Bylaw of Tax Incentives and other fee reductions for developers to build 
in downtown Comox.  The letter pointed out that, since tax relief would increase significantly for 
proposals higher than three stories, the initiative would have a profound effect on Comox, and early 
public consultation should be part of the plan.  Also stated, was that there is no evidence that in 
a small town like Comox, a program of such incentives to encourage higher buildings to increase 
population density, would be a successful economic boost for businesses.
April 29, 2014.  CTRA members attended the Town’s Open House, which was held to introduce the 
public to its plan for the Marina Area.  Comment Sheets were completed.  The Town’s application for 
a Grant toward the cost of the plan was successful. 
April 30, 2014.  Director Jim Whitehead sent another letter to Council expressing our views on the 
proposed development at Lorne Hotel site.  He stated our approval of the pub, bistro and patio, and 
our support for the original proposal for a three-storey building with 12 residential units as being 
the most appropriate option.  He said that we were not in agreement with a five-storey building 
containing 21 units which would lead to a need for more parking spaces, less visual appeal and 
restricted viewscapes.  He added that it is not to be presumed that there is a direct relationship 
between population density and economic and social vibrancy. 
Director Marilyn Machum spent a great deal of her time ensuring that residents would have sufficient 
information about the history of the Lorne, and its importance as a heritage building, to make informed 
decisions about the proposal    
June 11, 2014.  Director Pat Halliday submitted a letter to Mayor Paul Ives and Council, saying 
that the CTRA was shocked to learn the size of the expanded area then being proposed for the 
Revitalization Tax Exemption Bylaw No. 1784. CTRA understood that the Town was trying to 
encourage redevelopment of older, one- or two-storey commercial buildings downtown, and 
incorporate residential above.  To go outside the commercial area seems to entail a much more 
expansive concept.  The CTRA supports the revitalization of our commercial centre, however we 
encourage Council to focus on the commercial core.  Please plan carefully to ensure we maintain the 
character of our Town. The Mayor replied on June 24 “Please be advised that Council received your 
letter for information at its regular meeting of June 8, 2014.”  He also advised that the OCP vision 
includes encouraging higher residential density in the downtown area, but that any application for 
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more than at three-storey would require a rezoning, public notification; and a public hearing process.
June 18, 2014.  The public was invited to attend the Regular Council Meeting where the proposed 
Comox Downtown Revitalization Tax Exemption Bylaw 1784 was considered.  James Taylor, 
representing the CTRA, and Marilyn Machum addressed Council as two separate delegations. 
James Taylor recounted the many valid reasons to decrease the size of the Revitalization area.  He 
said that it would be more prudent for the Town to project a clearer picture of what the community 
wants to achieve. “There may be plans, it’s just I’m not aware what they are.  It would be great if we 
could see the plan.”  
Marilyn Machum presented Council with six concerns around the program and Tax Exemption 
Bylaws and recommended:
First, to take a break in this process to allow time for the creation of a Downtown Vision, in consultation 
with the community that will guide us successfully into the future. This would follow the work done 
by other progressive communities
Second, there should be a referendum to see if the residents agree to carry the cost of the tax 
burden for downtown residential development.
Third, any downtown tax incentive needs to conform to the OCP in terms of height restrictions.  
This would remove the “four storeys or more” phrase from any tax exemption bylaw and specify 
maximum heights.
June 19, 2014.  The CTRA Annual General Meeting was held at the Recreation Centre.  Director 
James Taylor welcomed David Stapley and Alison Millham from the Comox Valley Conservation 
Strategy Community Partnership.  Alison presented their document “Nature Without Borders, (2nd 
Edition) Connecting Communities Naturally.”  David dealt with the preservation of Comox Lake, 
which is the primary source of drinking water for Valley residents.  He showed slides of Comox Lake 
Watershed, identified sources of pollution, and noted the many stakeholders who will be involved in 
long-term discussions.  David also showed the areas of Baynes Sound where shellfish aquaculture 
will be allowed.   
Members and friends who attended the AGM were concerned about speeding vehicles in Comox.  
CTRA sent a letter to council regarding particular areas of concern namely Anderton Park Play Area 
on Balmoral Avenue, where children might run into the road. The problem was passed to staff for 
follow-up.  A warning speed board was placed to show drivers their speed in relation to the limit.  
A second problem area was identified at the long bend on Comox Avenue, where it turns north to 
meet Pritchard Road.  Speeding drivers cannot see pedestrians in the west part of the crosswalk 
with enough time to slow down.  Unfortunately, the pedestrian crosswalk could not be moved further 
north from its present location.  
July 9, 2014.  An open house was held by Shawn Vincent and his Architect.  Neighbors living within 
75 metres of the Lorne Hotel site were invited to attend and offer opinions about the proposal.  
However, out of interest other residents of Comox did attend.  The model and drawings of the 
building were provided.  Questions were asked, recommendations made, and Comment Sheets 
completed.  
November 3, 2014.  CTRA sponsored a well-attended All Candidates Forum at the Comox Recreation 
Centre.  Our President, James Taylor, moderated with appropriate diplomacy.  Due to the large 
number of Municipal Candidates, there was a shortage of space and time for the School Board 
Candidates.  It was also difficult to provide adequate time for interaction with the public at the end 
of the meeting.  It was suggested at our next Executive Meeting that we should have a bigger room 
and that the School Board Candidates might be more comfortable having their own Forum in future.
November 26, 2014.  CTRA encouraged Comox residents to attend a second open house about the 
proposed Lorne Hotel, held this time for the wider public.  Due to the large crowd Shawn Vincent, his 
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Architect and Designer, had to give two presentations.  Public opinions were divided. Some people 
expressed major disappointment that the new Hotel proposal would not reflect its special history of 
a heritage hotel in a seaside town.  Others were in favour of pressing ahead with the proposal as 
presented. Comment sheets were completed.  We were to learn later that Shawn Vincent and his 
team would add special features to reflect the maritime history of the heritage hotel but the height of 
the building, and inadequate parking would remain the same.   

2015 ...

Regular Meetings of Council, and those of Committee of the Whole, were attended by Board 
Members who had the necessary time to attend. Information was also accessible on the Town’s 
website.
The CTRA Board continued to meet at 10 am once monthly, at the Comox Recreation Centre, 
Upstairs in Room A or B. (with elevator available). Any Association Member could come to a Board 
Meeting as a guest. They could observe, but could not vote. Members, and other citizens, with 
a particular concern, could make a brief presentation at the Meeting. Our General Membership 
was kept informed of concerns and events by e-mail, or by a phone call. Also distributed, was 
documentation of concerns from other organizations with objectives similar to our own.  The need 
to pay for the venue at the Recreation Centre was proving too expensive for our budget. There was 
a need to return to a private home for Board Meetings.
The Annual General Meeting took place on April 28, 2015, at Comox United Church.  Acting 
President, Marcia Turner, welcomed Guest Speakers, Jane Murphy, President and CE0 of St. 
Joseph’s General Hospital, and Patti Fletcher, Vice-Chair of St. Joseph’s Hospital Board.
Jane and Patti (using a power point presentation) reviewed how St. Joseph’s Hospital has served 
the Comox Valley for over 100 years, and how it has evolved to meet the changing needs of those 
it serves. Acute care services currently provided at St. Joseph’s will move to the new Comox Valley 
Hospital in the fall of 2017. St. Joseph’s is examining the needs of the community to see how it may 
be able to continue to provide non-hospital based health and seniors’ care services to meet those 
needs, Demographics, health status and service utilization were reviewed. Challenges related to 
creating a sustainable health care system were also reviewed as were some innovative ideas that 
meet the needs of the community within existing resources.
Also presented was the North Island Hospitals Project; the development of two new hospitals to 
serve the North Island: one in Campbell River, and one in Comox Valley. Island Health is using 
evidence-based design and engaging clinicians and physicians in the development of these 
hospitals to create the best possible environment for patients and families. 
Marcia Turner thanked the Speakers for their excellent presentation.  
January 15, 2015. Lorne Hotel. James Taylor, asked questions of Staff at the Planning Department 
when Board Members expressed concern that the Official Community Plan, arrived at after eighteen 
months of Public Planning Meetings with OCP Consultants, was being changed frequently without  
consulting the citizens of Comox.  The Official Community Plan had supported three storey buildings 
in Downtown. James understood from Town Planning Staff that some amendments can be made, 
but major changes would require a Public Hearing. 
February 29th.  Director, Marilyn Machum, who is very interested in Comox Heritage wrote about 
the Lorne Hotel’s history from 1878 until 2011. The original Lorne Hotel had burnt down. She 
outlined problems that might arise from constructing a five storey building in Downtown Comox, 
mainly lack of parking, overshadowing, also risk to other buildings in the event of a fire.  Marilyn 
asked “does it fulfill the needs of the Downtown residents; how would it impact other businesses”?   
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A well-attended Public Hearing was held on May 5th.  Public opinion was divided. 
Another aspect of Heritage arose in August, when Berwick Retirement Residence Board requested 
a permit to develop an extension on the lot adjacent to their current building. Marilyn worked with 
a newly formed Garry Oak Preservation Committee to save three Garry Oak Trees growing on 
the land. One large Oak was older, and two others were younger and smaller. Berwick tried to be 
considerate in negotiations, and there was also public support for conservation; however, in spite 
of all efforts, including a Petition, finally the large Oak was removed, but the two smaller Oaks were 
saved.
March 19, 2015. James Taylor and Jim Whitehead reported they had been walking around Downtown 
Comox observing parking patterns at different times and days. Parking was most difficult on Comox 
Avenue. There was also a lack of signage in various areas to indicate where parking spaces were 
available.  James and Jim worked on a Report showing where parking is most likely to be available 
at different times and days. June 18th. At a Board Meeting, James and Jim circulated copies of 
a map and spreadsheet showing Parking spots monitored and the results seen. The Report was 
given to Planning Department and Council. 
March 2015 External Relations. Jim suggested to Councilor Marg Grant, that a Coffee and Chat 
Session with Council Members would be good for timely communication and public relations.  
Councilors Marg Grant, Hugh MacKinnon and Barbara Price met with some members of the CTRA 
Board in Quality Foods Coffee Shop. This venue proved to be noisy, and a more appropriate venue 
would have to be found. In spite of the difficulty overcoming the noise, the outcome was a valuable 
exchange of opinions and information on either side.
March 2015. Water. Ernest Gardner (Ernie) our representative to the Comox Valley Environmental 
Council, attended a recent discussion at North Island College, on the state of our drinking water 
sources. Fine silt does not sink readily which causes turbidity in our drinking water. Federal money 
was available for water treatment. It was stated that even if we did nothing, in time the turbidity 
would clear itself. In the meantime filtration is the way to get rid of particulate matter.  
June 2015. A letter was sent to Angie Allwood, District Manager, Ministry of Transport, on behalf of 
the CTRA and the Friends of Comox/Lazo Forest Reserve. A culvert under the two sections of Lazo 
March had collapsed many years ago. Much correspondence had followed the collapse, requesting 
repair or replacement of the culvert. Amphibian Migration on Lazo Road between the north and south 
sections of Lazo Marsh could not be completed safely.  Every year, caring volunteers had carried 
the Amphibians across the increasingly busy road to save them from being squashed by vehicles. 
The letter emphasized the importance of going forward with construction of a new culvert, as soon 
as possible, because the conservation efforts had become very dangerous for the volunteers.  
There was no reply from Angie Allwood, possibly because servicing lines existed under the road.  
The Town brought forward a Plan for changes at Marina Park. An Open House was held to gather 
comments from citizens, The Town succeeded in obtaining a Grant toward the costs. However, the 
Press recently reported that Costs submitted from those invited to tender, had come in over Budget.
Town Staff was asked to provide recommendations.

2016...
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